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DBDICATED JUNE 19, 2010. |

Gutzon Bmglum, the sculptor of Mt Rushmare was bom in St Charles, Idaho on March |
25, 1867. During the 1890's he studied art in Paris, bcfmendmg Auguste Rodm Always
fas‘cinated with T?he'faci_al and physical features of Abraham Lincoln, Borglum eagerly accepted a
commission of $25,000 m 1910 to execute Is_‘x statute.for a Grand Army of 'tﬁe' Republic poét in |
Newark, New' Jersey. The sculptor studied ]:Jincoln’s life mask, reﬁd nearly ali of.his'Writtén
words and pondered the sixteenth Presi'detﬁ:_ E{s; & weary man ”beér'mg the ,heavﬁr bmﬁcns of thé
wér”, “letting himée_lf fall on one of the bench;s_ in the paﬂc, aﬁd then sitﬁn_g deep in ﬂ101£ght”.
Borglum drew a conceptual sketch for his wc:rrk on an Qi}\*ﬂldi)e and labeled it “Lincoln in
'Geths‘emane” - | |

The suﬂptlue was installed i n fmnt of the Essex COll.llty (,ourthouse on Market Street in
Newark. The dedxcdtmn on May 30, 1911 dmw a crowd of twenty thousand c1tlzens to hear an
address by former U.Ss. Pres1dent Theodore Rooscvclt

Over the yeats, because SO many young people clamored upon thc figure and the bench,
the work also eamed the niqkngme “The Children’ s Lincoln”. It quickly bécame and remains -

today one of the most memorable and iconic Lincoln images in the world.



Io late 2008 Bmse author and hlStOI‘l&n Carol MacGregor determl.necl to fmm an all
" women’s dOﬂOf 2101113 to brmg a.replica of Bor glum s meoln to Bmse A Juha Daws Park site -
was chosm to complcment the planned second centmy upgrades and htstory walk f01 that .
f‘aoﬂjty Tho locanon is partmularly appmpnate as. the omgmal donor of the park la.nd ’I‘om
Davis, reputedly playod marbles w1th meolu as a yOuth n Illmo]s in the 1850'5 before mowng
West | | |

When uegot:tatmns to obtain an 'mthonty to L.opy the btatute stalled MacGregor contacted .
Dave Lf:l Y, C‘hau‘man of the Idﬂho Abmhmn meoln Blcentemml Commmsmn, to facilitate the" .
effort Maym Dave BeLter wrote letters of support and fo1 mer Bo1se Mayor Brent Coles made .
_ personal contacts to wm the reqmred access. | | |

BDISB sculptox Trene Decly and Leroy vmtod Newmk to observo a three da‘y long
computer scannmg pmces‘; that 1ecordecl sn( mﬂllon data pomts to allow a premse nnagmg of the
statute Tra.nsfezed to a disc, a second compotcr 1o Callforma used the scan to dneot a cumng
: tool in makmg an enlarged tmce—hf&swe, plasnc foam model of the original, Iu tum that
image was sh1ppcd to Parks Bronze in Entclpnso Orcgun where a now 9 foot tall image of - |
Lincoln was cast usmg the lost wax method Because the laser cut was not abloto premsaly
: Iapl oduco the smallest smfac,e textures of Borghun $ ongmal Deely apphed a clay extenor to the
| foam model by hand usmg some 350 photographs to assugre the aocuxacy of he] f'mal work.. The
' '-bronze 1mage of meolo and ]11s hat wmgh over 1‘500 pounds‘. .' L | |

TO emphasmc the Westom ‘;1te of tkus par'ucular copy, the or; gamzors e]e.cted to make the
bench from Tdaho ) natwa sandstone rathei than bronize. Local landscape a:rtlst Geﬂlﬂld Boxbonus
executed a stone benoh to rephcatc Borghlm $ ongmal Bolbonus also superwsed the placement .

~of the statute and: tho 3000 pound bcnch by otane ten days bofore the dotiloat:ton S



Bmse S Seated meo]n as concelved by Cmol MacGregor, PhD was. funded by. hel |
Mary Abercr ombie, Leslie Gar rett, Amta Kay: Hardy, I:hzabeth Pursley, Melmcia Sandel Adelia
| S1mplot am:l Linda Yanke fhe Idaho Abrallam meoln Blcentenmai Connmssmn managed
- grc;up f“ inances and paxd for the dedlcatory p]aque That SIgn, mmmted on’ a stone shait "!dJ acent
to the statute, contams a 1912 quotatmn from Bmglum asscssmg lus own wmk
‘I have tried to give postcuty 1n a true unstudled picture; a glunpse |
| of ])Obblblllty the best-loved man in our na‘uonal lustmy ashe = .
mlght 31t a_lone unposed . . - L
: The June 19“’ hoon dec;hcauon cer;atlnome‘; are set 10 commde w1th the }nstonc Juueteenth |
:celebrauon of I:‘reedom ﬁ*om slavery as 1ccogmzed by the Idaho Black Hxstory Museum.
‘Ofﬁczals fwm the Museum wn]l rmke remarks as wﬂl D1ane Daws Myklegard Chairman of the
Park renovatmn pro_ject The main address w111 fie given by Davxd qugexs of Gumee Ilhnms
'the: nauon $ Icad_mg expert on the unportance of meo]n pubhc monuments Dr MacCuegm wril
pr escnt the statute and Mayor Beiter w11] accept it on bchalf of the C1ty Mmk Thomton wﬂl smg
Lincoln’s favorite: song,. “The Battle Hym.u of the Republlc w At the conclusmn of the musu; and
1‘emarks The donms and Mrs Deeley wﬂl pull amde a largs red whlte und biue bunting to reveﬂ
Borglum 8 meoln in Idaho for the ﬁrst tzme | A s
| : _qu addi_tm;uléﬂ: inf{').'ﬁlllat'ion cqﬁt‘act;‘, :
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