Thank you for your inquiry regarding the recent news coverage and legal notice published in the Idaho Statesman, NOTICE OF INTENT TO DEEM CEMETERY BURIAL LOTS ABANDONED.

The purpose of this program is to identify lots in City-operated cemeteries that are abandoned, and to make them available to the public, rather than letting them remain unused and vacant. Boise City doesn't desire the land for its own use or even necessarily desire to resell the lots. Publication of notice was necessary because a majority of the lots presumed abandoned were purchased over a century ago and Boise City has no contact information for the original purchaser or their families. At this point, the lots in question are presumed to be abandoned, but have not yet been declared abandoned. 
If you are an heir or descendant of the original purchaser of lots presumed abandoned, you may provide documentation in the form of a will or other document indicating inheritance. In the absence of that documentation, a notarized affidavit claiming the lot(s) either through purchase or as the heir/descendant of the purchaser is acceptable. If lots are claimed through heirship, the affidavit will need to include your relationship to the purchaser and copies of any documentation that establishes your claim and/or relationship. Additionally, if you are aware of any direct descendants of the original owner, please notify them of this program so that they have the opportunity to provide the necessary documentation or proof. 

There is a 90-day deadline from the date of last publication (November 28, 2011) for the submission of claims. Upon expiration of that deadline (February 27, 2012), the lots will automatically revert to Boise City if no proof has been received. Boise City is required by Boise City Code section 9-15-32(F) to set aside a percentage of the abandoned lots for a period of 25 years in the event that someone comes forward with proof at a later time.

Documentation may be submitted to:

Boise City Department of Parks & Recreation

Cemetery Services

1104 Royal Blvd

Boise, ID 83706

This process is outlined in more detail in Boise City Code, Section 9-15-32 and is available at http://www.cityofboise.org/Departments/City_Clerk/PDF/CityCode/Title9/0915.pdf.

Please be aware that if documentation is presented, Boise City is not conclusively determining who controls the lots but rather that it is reasonable to assume that the lots are not abandoned and they will be exempt from any further action. In order for a claimant to use the lot or sell the lot, they would be required to go through the proper legal procedures to obtain rights to do so and provide the necessary documentation. If more than one claimant provides documentation for the same lot(s), any determination of control would need to be resolved between the parties or in a court of law. In this situation, our records would not be changed until one of the parties presented definitive documentation that right of control has been established. 
If you have any further questions, please contact me at (208) 608-7598. 
Sincerely,

Debbi Powell
Boise City Department of Parks & Recreation
Cemetery Services
