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Purpose of Design 
Review
 Protect property rights and values, enhance important 

environmental features of the City, and to ensure that 
the general appearance of buildings and structures 
along with development of the land does not impair or 
preclude the orderly and harmonious development of 
the community

 Design Review shall regulate landscaping, review 
building design, site planning, signs, grading, 
development and beautification, including but not 
limited to the regulation and restriction of the type, 
massing, construction, reconstruction, alteration, or 
repair of buildings and structures to ensure compliance 
with the requirements of the respective overlay district



What requires Design 
Review approval?
 Within the “D” and “DD” Districts, any visible exterior 

improvement to a site, building, or structure shall 
require design review.

 Detached single-family homes are exempt except for 
substandard lots of record

 Minor projects can be approved administratively, while 
larger proposals require a public hearing with the 
Design Review Committee

 Design Review is prohibited by code from reducing 
density, floor area ratio, or building height unless it can 
specifically be shown to be required by reason of 
public safety, health, or destruction or diminution of 
property values.



Design Review overlay
“D” or “DD” in zoning designation



Levels of Review
 Design Review Committee

 Commercial buildings adjacent to residential, or 
buildings not adjacent to residential but over 5,000 
square feet

 Industrial buildings adjacent to residential, or buildings 
not adjacent to residential but over 10,000 square feet

 Multi-family family developments not approved through 
a Planned Unit Development (PUD)

 Four or more contiguous substandard lots

 Administrative
 Two-to-six unit residential buildings, parking lots, 

remodels, additions, landscaping, multi-family 
developments less than 50 units if approved by PUD

 Three or less contiguous substandard lots



Design Review 
Committee
 Public hearing body

 Second Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm

 In Council Chambers and virtually on Zoom

 Notices are mailed to neighbors within 300’ and the 
registered Neighborhood Association, published in 
newspaper, and posted on site

 Members are appointed by the Mayor and the 
Committee is made up of architects, landscape 
architects, attorneys, and members of public with 
interest in design



Boise Citywide & 
Downtown Design 
Standards & Guidelines
INITIATED LATE 2011, ADOPTED 2013



Boise’s current process



Design Standards
Design Standards are performance standards on the 
design of sites and/or buildings.
 They are required provisions. They feature language 

such as “shall”, “must”, is/are required”, or is/are 
prohibited”. Some standards feature a number of 
different ways to meet the code (toolbox approach).

The Boise Design Standards and Guidelines use general 
design principles to encourage good design, without 
restricting architectural style. Principles of good design 
are objective while individual preference for style is 
subjective.

Objective vs Subjective



Design Guidelines
Design Guidelines are discretionary provisions which 
promote good design of sites and/or buildings.
 They are voluntary provisions. They feature 

language such as “should”, “is/are 
recommended”, or “is/are encouraged”.

Departures
Departures are provisions that allow an applicant to 
propose an alternative means of compliance with a 
specific standard, provided they meet the “intent” 
of the standard.







Block Frontage Provisions
 Recognize that not all streets are the same
 Different types of streets warrant different frontage standards
 Block frontage provisions address:

 Building location and orientation

 Window transparency

 Parking lot location

 Four different “block frontage” designations for downtown















Example of building/ 
parking lot 
configuration along 
street with the 
Commercial/ Mixed-
Use Block Frontage 
designation



Why Block Frontage Provisions 
Are a Good Idea For Boise
 Best tool available to shape community “Form”

 Tailor provisions to fit situation

 Storefront

 Arterials & transit corridors

 Neighborhood safety, eyes on the street

 Areas that warrant flexibility

 Adaptable – to future changes

 As conditions or goals change, you can change block frontage 
designations





















Questions and Answers
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