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Benefits
Helps address housing needs and contributes 
to a diversity of housing options because it 
does not require additional property. ADUs 
offer more affordable heating, cooling, and 
utility costs because of the small size.
Allows the ability to downsize, provide a 
rental, housing for a friend or relative, or a 
home office. ADUs can be a good investment.

ATTACHED DETACHED INTERIOR 
CONVERSION

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES� cityofboise.org/pds

TYPES OF ADU

ZONES: R-1A  |  R-1B  |  R-1C  |  R-2  
R-3  |  MX-1  |  MX-2  |  MX-3  |  MX-U  
A-1  |  A-2

ADU Standards (Zoning Code Section 11-03-03.2B): 

1.	 Minimum lot area and maximum density 
standards shall not apply to ADUs. 

2.	The ADU shall not be larger than 900 square 
feet or 70% of the total floor area of the primary 
structure, whichever is smaller, and shall not 
have more than two bedrooms. 

3.	Only one ADU is permitted on each lot or parcel 
where an ADU is permitted. 

4.	The ADU shall be created through one of  
the following: 

a.	Internal conversion of an existing area, 
basement, or attic 

b.	An addition to the primary structure 

c.	An addition to a detached accessory structure 

d.	Construction of a new Single-Family Detached 
Dwelling with an internal or detached ADU 

e.	Construction of a detached ADU; or 

f.	 Conversion of an existing detached accessory 
structure or attached garage that does not 
reduce off-street parking below the minimum 
required for that lot. 

5.	The ADU shall meet all of the dimensional 
requirements of the underlying zoning district  
as well as the provisions of the applicable 
building code. Allowed exemptions for accessory 
structures apply as described in Section  
11-04-03.3, Exceptions and Encroachments. 
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S U B M I T  F O R  
PLANNING APPROVAL

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E 
P L A N N I N G  R E V I E W PLANNING APPROVAL

SUBMITTAL
Submit design drawings, 
specifications, and all 
application materials to the 
planning division via PDS online 
using your Accela account 
through CityOfBoise.org/Permits 

DESIGN 
DEVELOPMENT 
Upon planning approval, 
further develop the design and 
start to work out building permit 
checklist items. 

•	 402 New Residential  or 

•	 406 Residential  
Additions/Alterations 

REVIEW
Planning staff will review the 
project and work with you 
to ensure all Zoning Code 
requirements are met. 

S U B M I T  F O R  
BUILDING PERMIT

B U I L D I N G  
P E R M I T  R E V I E W

CONSTRUCTION, 
INSPECTIONS  

AND OCCUPANCY
SUBMITTAL
Submit Construction 
Documents, specifications, 
and all building permit materials 
to the building division online using 
your EPLAN REVIEW account. 

REVIEW 
Building staff will review 
the project and work with 
you to ensure all Building Code 
requirements are met. 
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN
The building division 
can advise on significant 
building code requirements to 
be aware of early on that could 
significantly impact project scope 
and feasibility. 

Complete the application 
materials and submittal checklist 
items. You may need to fill out 
more than one type of Planning 
Application depending on  
project specifics.

C O N C E P T  R E V I E W
W I T H  C I T Y  P L A N N E R

CREATE
Produce a site plan and project 
description for a Concept Review 
Meeting to discuss the project 
with a city planner. Determine 
which Planning Application(s) 
will be required for the project. 

BEGIN A  
PLANNING CASE

O N L I N E  I N  A C C E L A

GETTING STARTED
Talk to a city planner to 
discuss ADU options by emailing 
zoninginfo@cityofboise.org 

Or start a “PLN” case online using 
your Accela account through 
CityOfBoise.org/Permits 

BUILDING CHECK-IN
Consult with the Building 
Division to determine if a design 
professional or engineer is 
required or recommended, based 
on the specifics of the project. 

BUILDING CHECK-IN 
Check in with the building division 
to iterate Structural, Mechanical, 
Electrical, and Plumbing needs  
to ensure that major findings  
do not affect approval of the 
Planning Application. 
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