
Cafe

Rise at west bench

goals
in reference to the image above

1. Create a safe, car-free environment for residents  by placing parking in an 
underground pavilion and keeping daily movement focused on people, not 
vehicles.

2. Maximize site density by providing 12 thoughtfully sized units most with multiple 
bedrooms to support families connected to nearby schools.

3. Blend with the existing neighborhood character while incorporating modern, 
sustainable, and affordable materials and construction methods.

4.Arrange buildings to optimize sunlight, safety, and courtyard space, using 
height and placement to protect the interior from traffic and enhance 
natural light.

5. Strengthen community connection by integrating shared amenities like a local 
coffee shop and gathering space that welcome both residents and neighbors.
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community design lab for neighborhood housing

This project establishes an affordable and sustainable housing community lifted 
above an elevated parking podium to create a safer, more connected living 
environment. By removing vehicles from the ground plane, the design forms a 
protected, people-first realm where neighbors can gather, play, and build meaningful 
relationships. The elevated podium becomes the foundation for a resilient West Bench 
neighborhood that blends Scandinavian clarity with Boise-rooted livability, 
offering a shared courtyard and walkable connections that strengthen daily life. 
Together, these strategies enhance safety, support longterm affordability, and 
cultivate a strong, community-centered identity for Boise’s West Bench.
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local comments

When speaking with West Bench neighbors about infill on a 
corner lot, a clear theme emerged: people want new development 
that respects AND PRESERVES The character and quality of the 
neighborhood they already love. They’re looking for walkable, 
bike-friendly places with small shops, quality retail, and 
neighborhood-serving commercial spaces that feel authentically 
rooted in the community. Above all, they want simple, everyday 
opportunities for neighbors to connect close to home, places 
where you naturally run into familiar faces, much like the 
destinations that already make West Bench special, including 
Spaulding Ranch, FAIRMONT POOL, the West Bench Library, nearby 
parks, and the established residential streets that define the area’s 
identity.

RETAIL

4 BED 3 BATH

1 BED 1 BATH 2 STORY
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ADA UNIT
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LEGEND

ACCESS TO PARKING BELOW

SHARED COURTYARD

STREET

SIDEWALK

CONCRETE PODIUM

LANDSCAPE BUFFER

R1-C bASE sTANDARDS
lOT sIZE: 5,330
 pROPOSED UNITS ON LOT: 12
  12 TOWN HOUSES.

MAX HEIGHT: ALLOWABLE: 3 STORIES NOT TO 
EXCEED 40’ - 0 “
 PROPOSED: 3 STORIES + parking podium 
  mAX HEIGHT 40’ - 0”

CORNER LOT:
STREET FRONTAGE MINIMUM: 20’ - 0”
 PROPOSED: 20’ - 0”
REAR YARD MINIMUM: 15’ - 0”
 PROPOSED: 15’ - 0”
SIDE YARD MINIMUM: 15’ - 0”
 PROPOSED: 15’ - 0”
FRONT MINIMUM WITH PARKING: 20’ - 0”
PROPOSED: 20’ - 0”

COMMON DRIVE MINIMUM: 24’ - 0”
 PROPOSED: 25’ - 0”

PARKING MINIMUM
1 PER TOWNHOUSE DWELLING UNIT
 PROPOSED: .83 PER UNIT 
 1 ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACE.
 6 STANDARD SPOTS 
 4COMPACT SPOTS

fire truck access:
The 150 foot fire truck hose must be able 
to reach all corners of the structures 
on site. 

 proposed: less than 150’ - 0” to reach  
  from truck to farthest corner

SOLID WASTE:
23-27 BEDROOMS = 10 TOTAL CARTS 5X5 PER 
CAR= 50’ - 0” X 5’ - 0” STAGING AREA
PROPOSED: 16 TOTAL CARTS. 3X3 = 26’ - 0” X 15’ - 
0” STAGING AREA

accessible unit

retail unit

Fire truck

escape route

Fire truck ladder access
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Parking
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Accesible route to accesible unit
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131. 6.

n/s section

1.   Bedroom

2.   3 story town house
3.   living room
4.   kitchen
5.   storage

6.   community courtyard
7.   ada accessible ramp
8.   parking
9.   vertical circulation
10.  trash staging area

11.   storage

12.   east 1 story town house
13.   bathroom

14.   south 1 story town house

This shared courtyard exemplifies how thoughtful design can 
foster community and enhance everyday life. Framed by compact 
homes and softened with greenery, it offers a safe, walkable space 
where neighbors naturally connect—whether gathering around 
a table, grilling dinner, or simply passing by. The scale invites 
interaction without overwhelming, and the visibility across units 
promotes a sense of care and belonging. In a built environment, 
this kind of communal outdoor space becomes a social 
anchor—encouraging spontaneous conversation, shared 
routines, and a deeper sense of place. It’s not just a courtyard—it’s 
the heart of a connected, people-first neighborhood.

Public | private

Public to everyone

Public to residents

private 

wood louvres

stucco

corrugated metal

My design embraces sustainability through both form and performance. The 
pitched roofs intentionally collect and direct rainwater into the central 
courtyard and surrounding planted hillside, supporting natural 
infiltration before the water returns to the atmosphere creating a visible, 
site-specific water cycle. Building orientation maximizes southern light for 
passive solar gain while ensuring daylight reaches the shared courtyard, 
reducing reliance on artificial lighting. Durable, low-maintenance 
materials such as corrugated metal, concrete, stucco, and responsibly 
sourced wooden louvers extend the building’s lifespan and reduce 
long-term environmental impact. These materials also improve thermal 
performance and minimize replacement cycles. 

This development reimagines how public and 
private space operate at a neighborhood scale, 
creating a layered environment where 
community life can naturally unfold. The 
attached coffee shop invites the broader 
neighborhood in, offering an accessible social 
anchor, while the inner courtyard remains 
semi-private—open only to residents within this 
small built community. This balance strengthens 
both belonging and safety. Together, these 
shared amenities enrich the surrounding 

neighborhood and elevate the possibilities of 
community-focused housing.

materials + methods

1. 2.
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