Perspectives + Atmosphere
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] o Site C sits within a neighborhood shaped by large parcels and fragmented lot patterns. The unusual depth of the site creates an opportunity to organize housing
Context + Site Conditions around a shared interior commons rather than individual driveways. The canal and path along the rear edge add a secondary pedestrian connection beyond the street.

Large residential parcels
2 the surrounding
borhood fabric.

Deep lot allows housing to organize
around a shared interior commons.
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Design Concept
Courtyard Housing
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Boise courtyard housing Seattle Pocket Neighborhood

Small clusters of homes organized around shared green By clustering compact homes around a shared green,
space appear throughout older Boise neighborhoods and this model achieves density without losing the sense of
demonstrate that compact housing can coexist with the enclosure, everyday neighborly awareness, and gentle
existing urban fabric. communal life that larger multifamily forms often erase.
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Rowhouse Housing Tradition

Attached homes organized in a continuous row create compact, walkable neighborhoods while preserving individual
entrances, vertical dwelling, and a human-scale street edge. This pattern supports density without relying on large
apartment blocks, allowing shared urban life to coexist with privacy, orientation, and everyday dignity.
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Fragmented Parcel Pattern

Northwest Boise contains a mix of large lots, incremental parcel
splits, and newer subdivisions, producing no coherent housing
pattern at the neighborhood scale. The result is inconsistent
frontage, uneven setbacks, and fragmented open space.

Site opportunity

The depth of the lot allows

housing to organize inward
around shared space rather
than toward the street.

Courtyard housing pattern

Homes face a shared central courtyard while access and parking are located at
the rear. This arrangement concentrates open space into a usable common
interior rather than dispersing it into leftover setbacks and driveways.
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Site Plan + Spatial Organization

Rowhouses frame a shared courtyard; parking and service access are located at the rear.

Proposed 12'
Front Setback:
Creating an
intimate,
human-scale
street edge.

Proposed 5'
Side Setbacks:
Consolidating
side-yard
waste into
shared civic
space.

Rear parking is
sized to
accommodate
current demand
without allowing
vehicle storage
to define the
project.
Eighteen spaceg
serve twelve
units while
keeping cars at
the perimeter
and leaving
room for future
shifts in
mobility
patterns over
time.
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Courtyard
Pedestrian
& Bicycle
Path

Service,
Fire, &
Resident
Vehicle
Access

Shared
Courtyard:
A 41-foot
interior
commons
that
organizes
the project
around
pedestrian
life, shared
open space,
and a more
stable
social
center.

Public
Pathway
Connection

Typical Unit Plan
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Why This Housing Form
Stacked units increase count by slicing the building horizontally. This proposal uses
12 rowhouses because they slice the site vertically instead, preserving each household’s
connection to ground, sky, and independent dwelling. That shift matters. It reduces the
Ground Floor Upper Floor compressed, warehoused condition typical of apartment living and produces a form of
density that is more stable, private, and tolerable over time.

From Leftover Space to Shared Space

Instead of dispersing open land into side yards and driveways, this pattern consolidates it into
a usable interior commons. The result is a block structure that supports privacy at the dwelling,
shared life at the center, and a clearer separation between pedestrian space and vehicle space.

Acoustic Separation Strategy

Rather than a typical shared wall, each unit is separated by a decoupled party-wall assembly
with insulated cavities and layered wall construction. This reduces both airborne and
vibration-based sound transfer, supporting quieter and more dignified attached housing.

The simple rowhouse building bars, compact unit plans, and absence
of interior corridors and elevator cores reduce construction complexity
and common-area overhead. That allows a greater share of the project

cost to support usable living space and durable building components,
making the model more practical to build and sustain over time.

The rowhouse rooflines echo the plateau form of Table Rock,
linking the block to Boise’s defining landform and reinforcing a
clearer sense of orientation within the neighborhood. In that way,
the project ties the residential fabric back to the city’s larger
geographic and symbolic center, giving the architecture a
stronger sense of place.

The stone wall with arches acts as a boundary that defines and protects a cohesive space for residents. It creates a membrane that separates private life from the outside world, while
fostering a sense of belonging within. The arches provide a structured entry, offering both a sense of security and intentional enclosure without excluding the broader community.

Eric Morrison



