
What is a Façade Easement? 
It is a land easement the property owner 
dedicates to the City in order to preserve, 
maintain and enhance all or part of an exist-
ing structure. Exterior structure changes must 
receive Historic Preservation Commission ap-
proval to ensure all historical, architectural, 
educational or cultural significance is main-
tained.

Preserving Boise’s Past
The City of Boise uses many tools to meet 
its objective of preserving historic structures 
in and outside of historic districts. The City 
created historic districts, has several façade 
easements and has designated landmarks 
throughout the city to protect many of our 
architectural resources. 

Historic Preservation Commission  
Mission Statement
Promote the educational, cultural and eco-
nomic welfare of Boise City by engaging in a 
comprehensive program of historic preserva-
tion to promote, preserve and protect his-
toric buildings, structures, sites, monuments, 
streets, squares and neighborhoods which 
serve as visible reminders of a historical,  
archeological, architectural, educational 
and cultural heritage of Boise City.

1.  Odd Fellows Building 
 1603 N. 13th Street 

2.  Eichelberger Apartments 
 612 - 624 N. 9th Street

3.  Carnegie Library 
 815 W. Washington Street

4.  Idaho Building 
 208 N. 8th Street

5.  Union Block  
 Idaho Street, between Capitol Boulevard  
 and 8th Street

6.  Alaska Building 
 1016 W. Main Street

7.  Idanha Building 
 928 W. Main Street

8.  Quarles House 
 1211 W. Washington Street Historic Preservation Commission

Planning & Development Services
Boise City Hall
150 N. Capitol Boulevard
P. O. Box 500
Boise, Idaho 83701-0500

Phone: 208/384-3830
TTD/TTY: 800/377-3529
Website:  www.cityofboise.org/pds
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Idanha Hotel
Location: 
928 W. Main Street

Built: 1900

Donated by: 
Ken Howell

History
The Idanha Hotel was 
designed by William 
Stuart Campbell. The 
Idanha Hotel opened 
on January 1, 1901. 
The building was the 

state’s grandest hotel, with its turreted pictur-
esqueness that echoed the chateau style hotels 
in Quebec, Canada. The building was Boise’s first 
six-story building, marking the start of the “sky-
scraper” era for the city.

Idaho Building
Location:  
280 N. 8th Street

Built: 1911

Donated by:  
Ken Howell

History
The building was designed by Chicago architect 
Henry John Schlacks, who used Louis Sullivan’s 
concept of the skyscraper as a series of functional 
units that contribute to a total dynamic compo-
sition. The basement was used for mechanical 
space, the first and second floors for retail and 
shops, and then a series of office floors. The top 
floor was designed to function as the capital did 
on a classical column – it was a graceful accent 
and finished the composition of the building.

Union Block
Location: 
Idaho Street between 
Capitol Boulevard and 
8th Street

Built: 1900

Donated by:  
Ken Howell

History
This block was the first joint project for Tourtellotte 
and Hummel. The building is constructed of mas-
sive sandstone. The medieval two-story building 
is Romanesque in character with the principal 
arches in its façade segmental rather than round. 
The construction cost $35,000.

Alaska Center 
Building
Location: 
1016 Main Street
Built: 1906
Donated by: 
Transferred from 
Idaho State Historical 
Society

History
The original plan for John P. Tate’s Alaska building, 
as designed by J.E. Tourtellotte and Company, 
included two stories and a basement with a deck 
around the stores, making four sales floors.  

This design was built in 1906 with two additional 
stories built in 1911. The building’s façade is com-
posed of three stories of brick laid in imitation of 
Renaissance stone rustication. In 1953, the interior 
and the ground floor storefront were completely 
remodeled. 

Eichelberger  
Apartments
Location:  
612-624 N. 9th Street
Built: 1910
Donated by:  
Transferred from Idaho 
State Historical Society

History
The Eichelberger Apartments are architecturally 
significant as an unusual example of the classical 
revival taste of numerous contemporary buildings, 
rendered here at mid-scale in a multi-unit dwell-
ing. It is also significant as a functional sub-type; 
it is the first apartment building to be composed 
entirely of single-story flats. 

Anton Eichelberger was listed in the 1912 city 
directory as a City Park Commissioner, with a resi-
dence address at the apartment house he had 
commissioned from Tourtellotte and Hummel. 

 Odd Fellows  
Building
Location:
1603 N. 13th Street
Built:  1902
Donated by:  
Kurt Donner, J. Robert 
Skovgaard, Thomas 
Chalberg

History
The two-story brick and stone building is typical of 
lodge hall construction at the turn of the century. 
The commercial style structure housed shops on 
the ground floor and meeting rooms and hall 
above. The façade is divided by an engaged 
pilaster into two bays, each bay accommodating 
entrance and display windows and having three 
windows on the second story. A stepped cornice 
with decorative brick work is typical of the com-
mercial style of the period. Extensive restoration 
has been done to return this 1902 structure to its 
original appearance.

Eichelberger Apartments Alaska Center BuildingOdd Fellows Building

Union Block Idaho BuildingIdanha Building

Carnegie Library
Location:  
815 W. Washington 
Street
Built: 1905
Donated by: 
Fredric V. Shoemaker

History
The Carnegie Library was designed by J.E.  
Tourtellotte and was built by a local contractor 
using local labor and sandstone that was locally 
quarried. Carnegie Libraries were repositories built 
with money donated by the Scottish-American 
businessman and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. 
Of the 2,509 libraries funded and built between 
1883 and 1929, 1,689 were built in the United 
States, including ten in Idaho. Carnegie libraries 
were made available through a liberal grant  
program, with very few turned down.

Carnegie Library

Quarles House
Location:  
1211 W. Washington
Built: 1909
Donated by: 
Terrance & Kimberly 
Herbold

History
Built by Idaho State Supreme Court Justice Ralph 
Perry Quarles in the Renaissance Revival Style, this 
house still maintains great integrity. The Indepen-
dent School District of Boise City was given the  
facade easement by Mr. & Mrs. Herbold. The 
School District transferred the easement in August, 
2007 to the City of Boise.

Quarles House


